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"We have aggressive targets for membership growth in 2017, up to
17,000. And beyond that the goal is 20,000, which | believe is achievable”

Welcome from SOE president
Shaun Stephenson

elcoming a packed hall of

delegates to the 2016 IRTE

Conference, SOE (Society

of Operations Engineers)

president Shaun Stephenson
stated that this national event now ranks among
the institute's most prestigious annual events.
Thanking the speakers and the sponsoring
organisations that together make the conference
possible, he used his opening address to update
the audience on the IRTE, its umbrella organisation
SOE and the organisation’s ongoing role in the
burgeoning transport industry.

Key developments for IRTE over the last year,
he said, started with July's inauguration of a new
patron in the form of Beverley Bell, senior traffic
commissioner for Great Britain. "We're honoured
that she agreed to join us as patron. We've already
done a lot of work with Mrs Bell, particularly on
our trustee board, and | have no doubt that she
will be instrumental in taking the IRTE forward
and keeping the institute relevant for the transport
industry it serves."

Turning to the IRTE's technician licensing
scheme irtec, Stephenson told delegates that
registrant numbers are now well on the way to
8,000. Under the directions of the irtec steering
group and the expert working panel, he stated that
the scheme’s popularity is going from strength

to strength, not only among the major truck and
bus OEMs' dealerships, but also in independent
workshops.

Certified technicians, he said, are improving
professionalism in the transport sector, driving up
standards and proving their skills and competency
against independent assessments. “irtec sets the
bar for UK technicians. When trained and assessed
to the irtec standards, first-time MOT pass rates
rise, quality of maintenance is better and vehicle
breakdown profiles are lower. It's absolutely the
right thing to do... Next we intend to move irtec
technician licensing into Europe.”

Talking of engineering skill, Stephenson
turned to this year's national Skills
Challenge for bus and coach
technicians, which, he asserted, had
been the most successful to date.
Staged over several days during the
summer, the competition stretched
host organisation S&B
Automotive Academy, in
Bristol - and IRTE is now
expecting this popular
event to grow further.
"Participants were
highly engaged
and, you know,
these young people

demonstrated that they have the potential to
become fleet engineers, even directors, in their
own right. | urge you to get involved in the future.”

Moving on to the organisation itself,
Stephenson said that the SOE is seeing a
transformation. From a declining membership
a few short years ago, the society is now in
growth mode, with numbers up to 16,000 he
told delegates. "We've got aggressive targets for
membership growth in 2017 up to 17,000, and
beyond that the goal is 20,000, which | believe is
achievable.”

But the SOE is not only looking after its
outward facing side and, in closing, Stephenson
pointed to the London head office

refurbishment and the revitalised team under

the leadership of newly confirmed chief

executive lan Chisholm. “lan has brought
ina new management team. Under his
stewardship, | know we can be confident
of growing this organisation
over the next decade and

ensuring its relevance and
role for members and the
industry."

Shaun
Stephenson
President, SOE

Published by: Registered in England: Contributing Editors: Transport Engineer Produced on behalf of IRTE and
The Society of Operations Company No. 3667147 Brian Weatherley is the official journal of IRTE. The Society of Operations Engineers
Engineers Registered Charity: No.1081753 lan Norwell by MA Business,

Steve Banner Printed by: Hawley Mill,
President: A Company Limited by Guarantee Pensord Press Hawley Road, Dartford,
Shaun Stephenson EngTech FSOE Art Editor: Kent DA2 7TJ
FIRTE Registered Office: 22 Greencoat Chris Charles Views expressed in Transport Tel: 01322 221144

Place, London SW1P 1PR
Tel: 020 7630 1111

Fax: 020 7630 6677
Email: soe@soe.org.uk
WWW.S0€.0rg.uk

Chief Executive:
lan Chisholm BA(Hons) IEng FSOE
FIRTE FCILT MCMI MIMI

The Society of Operations
Engineers is a licensed member of
the Engineering Council

Editor: Brian Tinham BSc CEng
MinstMC FSOE FiPlantE FIRTE

Engineer and this supplement are
those of the writers and do not
necessarily reflect the views of The
Society of Operations Engineers or
of MA Business.

Production Manager:
Nicki McKenna

Advertisement Manager:
Craig Molloy

Publisher: Peter Knutton Engineers

November 2016 Transport Engineer IRTE Conference Report

Fax: 01322 221188
www.transportengineer.org.uk

IRTE

© 2016 The Society of Operations



	P003_TESP_NOV16_LO

