Published by
The Society of Operations Engineers

President
Michael Sweetmore EngTech MSOE MIRTE LCGI

Chief Executive
Bruce McGill

The Society of Operations Engineers is a
licensed member of the Engineering Council.

Registered in England
Company No 3667147

Registered Charity
No 1081753
A Company Limited by Guarantee

Registered Office

22 Greencoat Place, London SW1P 1PR
Tel: 020 7630 1111

Fax: 020 7630 6677

Email: soe@soe.org.uk

www.soe.org.uk

Editor

Will Dalrymple

Email: will.dalrymple@markallengroup.com
Contributing Editors

Steve Banner, John Challen,
Toby Clark, Laura Cork, Dan Gilkes,

Peter e, Richard Si
Chris Tindall, Lucy Radley, Brian Wall
Art Editor

Chris Charles

Production Manager
Nicki McKenna
Email: nicki.mckenna@markallengroup.com

Advertisement Manager

Craig Molloy

Email: craig.molloy@markallengroup.com
Tel: 01322 221144

Publisher
Jon Benson

Transport Engineer
is the official journal of the IRTE,
a professional sector of the SOE.

Produced on behalf of the IRTE by
MA Business

Hawley Mill, Hawley Road,
Dartford, Kent DA2 7TJ

Tel: 01322 221144
www.transportengineer.org.uk

Transport Engineer

is distributed free of charge to SOE members,
dependent on membership sector. For
non-members, the annual subscription rate
(12 issues) is £79.50 UK and EU, or £81.50
airmail outside EU. For other SOE members,
the discounted rate is £32.

Printed by
Pensord Press UK

ISSN
0020-3122

CPD APPROVED ACTIVITY

Some of the articles and guidance included in
Transport Engineer may make a contribution to
your personal CPD requirements.

ceD
MEMBER

The {P&?;E_':e“‘"!u

Please read our privacy policy, by visiting
http://privacypolicy.markallengroup.com.
This will explain how we process, use and
safeguard your data.

Views expressed in Transport Engineer are
those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Society of Operations
Engineers or of MA Business.

© 2020 The Society of Operations Engineers

AN
A abc

SO

A MARK ALLEN GROUP COMPANY

IRTE

March 2020 www.transportengineer.org.uk

Vision required

his month we profile a new regulation for van (and car) MOT test

equipment - they have to be digitally connected to DVSA servers.

And earlier this year, DVSA began to roll out the Commercial
Vehicle Services app to some ATFs for testing HGVs and trailers. Next
to be developed is software to capture results from Individual Vehicle
Approval tests. In this way, submitting results data can be streamlined
and made more resistant to fraud. So on one hand, this simply does
away with a redundant extra step of paperwork.

But that's not all. These appear to be steps in a long journey
toward a compliance regime that is based on big data. If it were
rolled out to all commercial vehicle MOT equipment, DVSA would
be able to have a picture of the engine and its aftertreatment system
(emissions test); brakes (roller brake test), axles (wheel play indicator)
and headlamp alignment, at least, as well as the degree of severity of
any deficiencies in these systems, including prohibition notices.

The data could be quite useful to back up roadside enforcement,
for example. Vehicles lacking a valid annual inspection either
through delay or unrectified problems could be flagged up instantly.
Police attending road traffic accidents could be given access to the
entire MOT records of the vehicles involved.

And it could be combined with other datasets to great effect.
Operator licensing comes to mind: the data could be combined with
OCRS scores, for example, to better target the seriously and serially
non-compliant, as the DVSA saying goes. Indeed, the data might be
used to feed into the OCRS ranking system, just as in public inquiries
some traffic commissioners have used first-time MOT failure rates as
evidence of the operator's maintenance practices.

Perhaps companies could even make this work for them, if it had
the right features. Might it be like a person’s NHS doctor's surgery
records, with all of the symptoms and interventions? Might it become
a part of a company's own vehicle files, particularly if that company
is a member of DVSA's Earned Recognition scheme? Now's the time
for industry to put forward a vision for digital roadworthiness.

Will Dalrymple
Editor

To reach shortened URLs in the magazine - www.is.gd/xoxxx - type
the whole link into the address window of your web browser.
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