
May 2021   www.transportengineer.org.uk 5

Published by
The Society of Operations Engineers

President
Michael Sweetmore EngTech MSOE MIRTE LCGI  

Chief Executive
Bruce McGill

The Society of Operations Engineers is a 
licensed member of the Engineering Council.  

Registered in England
Company No 3667147

Registered Charity
No 1081753
A Company Limited by Guarantee 

Registered Offi ce
22 Greencoat Place, London SW1P 1PR 
Tel: 020 7630 1111 
Fax: 020 7630 6677 
Email: soe@soe.org.uk 
www.soe.org.uk 

Editor
Will Dalrymple
Email: will.dalrymple@markallengroup.com

Contributing Editors
Steve Banner, John Challen, 
Toby Clark, Laura Cork, Dan Gilkes,  
Peter Shakespeare, Richard Simpson,  
Chris Tindall, Lucy Radley, Brian Wall  

Art Editor
Chris Charles

Production Manager
Nicki McKenna
Email: nicki.mckenna@markallengroup.com

Advertisement Manager
Craig Molloy 
Email: craig.molloy@markallengroup.com
Tel: 01322 221144

Publisher
Jon Benson 

Transport Engineer 
is the offi cial journal of the IRTE, 
a professional sector of the SOE.  

Produced on behalf of the IRTE by 
MA Business
Hawley Mill, Hawley Road, 
Dartford, Kent DA2 7TJ 
Tel: 01322 221144 
www.transportengineer.org.uk

Transport Engineer
is distributed free of charge to SOE members, 
dependent on membership sector. For 
non-members, the annual subscription rate 
(12 issues) is £79.50 UK and EU, or £81.50 
airmail outside EU. For other SOE members, 
the discounted rate is £32.

Printed by 
Pensord Press UK

ISSN
0020-3122

Some of the articles and guidance included in 
Transport Engineer may make a contribution to 
your personal CPD requirements.

Please read our privacy policy, by visiting 
http://privacypolicy.markallengroup.com. 
This will explain how we process, use and 
safeguard your data.

Views expressed in Transport Engineer are 
those of the writers and do not necessarily 
refl ect the views of The Society of Operations 
Engineers or of MA Business. 

© 2021 The Society of Operations Engineers 

Part of

Michael Sweetmore 
President, Society of Operations Engineers

Not all vehicles involved in accidents are old; sometimes they are 
almost brand-new. Despite their potential future lifetime, 
repairing them might cost more than their residual value. Is it 
worthwhile to invest £20,000 in the repair of a vehicle worth 

£15,000, or scrap it as an insurance write-off? In my job as head of fl eet 
of an emergency services operation, I am faced with this sort of decision 
every day.

The answer depends partly on the fi nancial and operational impact. 
If a specialist vehicle is written off, you can’t just go out and buy a new 
one next day; the process can take nine months or longer, during which 
time a department is without a resource. As a general rule, the more 
specialised the vehicle, the stronger is the case for repair.

Following an accident investigation, the vehicle will eventually be 
cleared for decommissioning and moved on to a vehicle dismantling 
facility. Contrary to popular belief, vehicle dismantlers no longer deal 
with just rusty wrecks; the parts that they salvage have a value, not only 
to operators but also to the environment, as reusing parts saves the 
energy required to make new ones (see also pp27-9). 

Sometimes we re-use parts from vehicles we originally sent to the 
dismantlers. If I needed replacement doors for a vehicle that was side 
impacted, there is the possibility of obtaining them if there’s still a donor 
vehicle available. In that case, not only is there a fi nancial and labour 
time saving but as they are already adapted for our operational duty, 
the vehicle downtime is signifi cantly reduced.

I would be wary about using recycled parts for anything that may 
affect the vehicle safety and handling characteristics. Certain vehicle 
components have a fi nite life and I don’t want to build a 
problem into a vehicle. 

But whenever I need a certain vehicle components, 
I would always consider the merits of using 
recycled parts. 

To reach shortened URLs in the magazine – www.is.gd/xxxxxx – type 
the whole link into the address window of your web browser.

Cycle and recycle


