Published by
The Society of Operations Engineers

President
Gerry Fleming |Eng CEnv FSOE FIRTE

Executive Director
lan Chisholm BA IEng FSOE FIRTE FCILT
MCMI MIMI

The Society of Operations Engineers is a
licensed member of the Engineering Council

Registered in England
Company No 3667147

Registered Charity
No 1081753
A Company Limited by Guarantee

Registered Office

22 Greencoat Place, London SW1P 1PR
Tel: 020 7630 1111

Fax: 020 7630 6677

Email: soe@soe.org.uk

www.soe.org.uk

Editor

Brian Tinham BSc CEng MinstMC FSOE
FIPlantE FIRTE

Email: btinham@findlay.co.uk

Contributing Editors

Brian Weatherley,

John Challen, lan Norwell, Laura Cork,
Steve Banner, Toby Clark

Art Editors
Martin Cherry, Neil Young

Production Manager
Nicki McKenna
Email: nmckenna@findlay.co.uk

Advertisement Manager
Craig Molloy

Email: cmolloy@findlay.co.uk
Tel: 01322 221144

Publisher
Peter Knutton

Transport Engineer

is the official journal of IRTE.
Produced on behalf of IRTE by
Findlay Media Ltd,

Hawley Mill,

Hawley Road, Dartford, Kent DA2 7TJ
Tel: 01322 221144
www.transportengineer.org.uk

Transport Engineer

is distributed free of charge to SOE
members, dependent on membership sector.
For non-members, the annual subscription
rate (12 issues) is £77 UK and EU, or £79
airmail outside EU. For other SOE members,
the discounted rate is £31.

Printed by
Pensord Press UK

ISSN
0020-3122

Some of the articles and guidance included in
Transport Engineer may make a contribution
to your personal CPD requirements.

Views expressed in Transport Engineer are
those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Society of Operations

Engineers or of Findlay Media Ltd. © 2015
The Society of Operations Engineers

E,
abc &SB{)R

IRTE

May 2015 www.transportengineer.org.uk

comment

Who will keep turning
the wheels on the truck?

s we go to press and 7 May draws tantalisingly close, the 2015

election bandwagon is reaching fever pitch, dominating the

news 24/7. But, like it or hate it, the outcome of this election
matters - particularly with the economic recovery so vigorous yet
fragile, and the world an increasingly unpredictable place.

Clearly, the sympathies and dogma of any new parliament
matter: these dictate the detail of its ideas and direction. But, just as
important, its nature matters - and, sadly, that is almost certainly
hung. Expect a coalition, formal or otherwise, and all that entails in
terms of weakness, compromises and missed opportunities.

Interestingly, more than half (57.7%) of visitors to last month’s
massive CV Show (review, page 16) believe the Conservative party
would best represent transport's interests. That's according to an
RHA (Road Haulage Association) exit poll. And, while its sample was
small, Labour’s tally of just 8.2%, SNP’s and the Greens’ of 2%, and
the Liberal Democrats’ less than 1% suggest strong agreement with
the Tories' advocacy of responsible resurgence founded on austerity.

That result, however, should be no great surprise. What matters to
the RHA, and others with transport at heart, is bearing down on fuel
duty, investing in the roads infrastructure, supporting professional
driver development and funding technologies capable of delivering
on the competitiveness and sustainability agendas. And the previous
administration has undeniably made moves on most of those.

So, if you haven't done so already, which way might you vote? As
ever, it's a matter of thinking beyond local issues at one end of the
spectrum and political point-scoring at the other. Everyone knows
the NHS, defence, education, employment, Europe, immigration and
the economy are important. What matters is how a new government

intends to tackle them - and keep the wheels on the truck turning.

Brian Tinham BSc CEng MinstMC FSOE FIPlantE FIRTE
Editor
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